
                                                                                                         
 

Supply Chain Risks and Economic Dependencies - Europe & 
Austria ￨ as of July 8, 2026 

5.4% of the analysed product categories are exposed to a high direct supply chain 
risk. At the same time, 58.0% of all analysed products are indirectly affected because 
they depend on critical upstream inputs. The greatest dependencies are found in 
chemicals, electronics, and critical raw materials - sectors that are essential for 
Europe's industrial competitiveness and technological sovereignty. 

Europe: Every Twelfth Euro of Imports Is Spent on High-Risk Products 

●​ 5.4% of the analysed product categories (291 out of 5,432) are exposed to a 
high direct supply chain risk. These products are characterised by a strong 
concentration of production in only a few countries, a high concentration of 
suppliers, and limited production capacity within the European Union. 

●​ 58.0% of all analysed products (3,150 out of 5,432) are indirectly affected 
because they rely on critical upstream inputs. As a result, critical 
dependencies extend across entire value chains and can simultaneously affect 
numerous industries. 

●​ The EU imports high-risk products worth €214.1 billion annually from non-EU 
countries (average for 2022–2024). This represents 7.8% of all extra-EU 
imports, which totalled €2.73 trillion. 

Austria: Nearly Five Percent of Imports Are High-Risk Products 

●​ Austria imports goods worth approximately €205.4 billion per year. Of this, 
€9.8 billion consists of products with a high supply chain risk, accounting for 
4.8% of Austria's total import volume. 

●​ As Austria is part of the EU Single Market, the identified risks largely reflect 
the structural dependencies of the European Union. 

Across Europe, the largest number of high-risk product categories are found in: 

●​ Organic chemical products – 42 product categories 

●​ Electrical machinery, equipment and electronics – 20 product categories 

●​ Inorganic chemical products and compounds of precious and rare earth metals 
– 20 product categories 

 



                                                                                                         
 

Critical Raw Materials: Supply Risks and Dependence on China (see the joint 
study with the Kontext-Institute Raw Material Supply Under Pressure) 

●​ For 12 out of 17 strategic raw materials (70.6%), supply within the EU is 
assessed as at risk or highly at risk, posing significant challenges to supply 
security and Europe's competitiveness. 

●​ For 8 out of 17 strategic raw materials (47.1%), supply is considered highly at 
risk. These include raw materials that are indispensable for Europe's 
competitiveness as well as the green transition, digitalisation, defence, and 
key technologies, including: Lithium (batteries), rare earth elements 
(permanent magnets for electric motors, wind turbines and electronics), 
Magnesium (automotive manufacturing, packaging and construction) 

●​ Austria's greatest dependency is on China, which is the country's largest 
supplier for eight of the 17 strategic raw materials. 

●​ Austria's export economy is directly exposed to these risks: more than half of 
Austria's annual exports (€97 billion) depend on critical raw materials. 

●​ The industries most affected are the automotive, steel and mechanical 
engineering sectors, which together export around €24 billion worth of 
products whose supply chains are considered highly vulnerable. 

 

Further information & questions: Peter Klimek, Director, 
ASCII, peter.klimek@ascii.ac.at, +43 680 11 02 447 

 

Our Latest Studies: 

●​ Raw Material Supply Under Pressure – Circular Economy as a Way Forward 
●​ China Shock Reaches Austria: Relocation of Business Operations and Job 

Losses Possible 
●​ Austria's Dependence on Oil 
●​ Hormuz Blockade Puts Global Supply Chains Under Pressure – Austria 

Primarily Indirectly Affected 
●​ High Dependence on the United States Makes Austria's Healthcare Supply 

Vulnerable 
●​ Hidden Dependencies – Rising Rare Earth Supply Bottleneck Risks Threaten 

Austria's Key Industries 
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